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Introduction 

Spirit of Shankly, the official Liverpool Supporters’ Union (SOS), are primarily a campaigning 

organisation fighting to preserve matchday culture, fairer ticket prices, and helping fans who 

have issues with Liverpool FC. However, another important side of SOS’s work is the 

provision of support to the communities of Liverpool.  

The aim of this report is to demonstrate the social and economic impact that SOS 

community-led activities and initiatives have had on participants. We would like to thank The 

Mailing Room for their support, which has helped make this work possible.  

SOS work predominantly in Anfield, Kensington and Toxteth. These wards are in the top 1% 

of the government’s indices of multiple deprivation. A recurring theme in this report is SOS 

working in tandem with organisations and individuals to help make a difference to people 

who need it most. We believe we are stronger together; unity is strength.  

Both qualitative and quantitative data will be presented for the following initiatives delivered 

by SOS and our partners. 

● Activity Clubs: drama, art and music  

● Debt and Welfare Advice 

● Greenhouse Project mobile pantry 

● Shankly Cup 

● Anfield Christmas Party 

Photos and video links will form part of the report. A social and economic impact summary 

is offered at the end of the document.  

 

Anfield Art Club 

For six to 14-year-olds, on Mondays from 4pm to 7pm, with an average of 20 participants. A 
meal is included, and they are hosted by our partner organisation The Church pub, Oakfield 
Road, Anfield. 

This is delivered brilliantly by Sarah McLaughlin of Creative Balance. She says: “The weekly 
art club in Anfield is a safe space where young people can come and express themselves 
through creativity.   

“Each week they get to experiment with a huge variety of mediums, learn about art history, 
researching artists old and new and an expanse of techniques. 
 
“The sessions are fun yet educational without them knowing it. You can really tell the 
children who have been coming for a while in the way they talk about art now, and how they 
approach their projects. They even love group critiques, something I didn’t do until my 
degree days! 
 
“Art club is also a great friendship group, with lots of schools from around the community 
coming together to share one amazing passion. 
 



“On top of this, they are given a hot meal and they just love to sit, eat and socialise together. 
They talk about different things that have happened that day, and even advise each other 
with any problems, it’s so much more than an art group. 
 
“The feedback from parents is always phenomenal. They also get great feedback from 
teachers about the positive impact it’s having on the kids in school. At home they’re asking 
to do more art and some save up for art supplies. The parents constantly thank me for this 
group and how much it benefits them all.” 
 
 
Parent testimonials 
 
Dad James: 
 
“Florence, five years old, has been going to Anfield art club for nearly six months and really 
enjoys it. It’s a friendly vibe and she has been made welcome from the start. She’s been 
taught a variety of techniques and types of art and gotten to use types of art equipment than 
she would in school etc. Her likes include chicken nuggets, drawing stuff, and Sarah. And art 
club covers all three. Thank you.” 
 
Carmen: 
 
“As a parent, I really value what this art group offers. It’s given my children a consistent, safe 
space to be creative and try new things, and they always come home proud of what they’ve 
made. The meal is a great addition and shows how much care goes into the sessions. It’s a 
simple idea that makes a big difference, and I’d really like to see it continue for other families 
like ours.” 
 
Anonymous: 
 
“My son Ellis is 14 and loves the Anfield art club. He loves being creative and this is a lovely 
club and safe environment to learn new ideas and express himself. I had been looking for an 
art club for some time for him and now this is on our doorstep. The sessions are so good 
and so lovely and they have tea included. Ellis interacts really well with Sarah and loves 
showing her what he has been working on and she helps him create new ideas. Long may 
the group continue!” 
 
Anonymous (2):  
 
“I’d like to express my deepest gratitude for the art club, which gives my child a joyful, 
creative place where she feels confident and excited to go every week. She comes home full 
of positivity and proudly shows off her artwork. Thank you Sarah for being so patient and 
kind and for creating a welcoming space where every child feels valued and can express 
themselves. For our family, having access to such a high-quality, no-cost programme makes 
a world of difference. We deeply appreciate the support from the funding organisation that 
makes this possible. Thank you for investing in our children’s creativity and confidence.” 
 
Anonymous (3): 
 
“Anfield Art Club is an incredible experience for children, improving their creativity and 
helping them appreciate the beauty of life. Children absolutely love the lessons, where they 
explore new artistic techniques and learn about a wide range of artists. The club not only 



encourages artistic skills but also supports personal development, teaching patience, focus 
and a sense of accomplishment. We parents are very happy to see how the club positively 
influences our children, watching them grow more confident and expressive. They’re 
especially grateful to the dedicated teacher, whose guidance has opened the door to the 
world of art, inspiring young minds and fostering a lifelong love for creativity. 
 
“Sarah, thank you very much for your great job! Especially for us Ukrainian people, forced to 
leave our motherland. This is the great opportunity to integrate into the local community!” 
 
Please find below a short video demonstrating the Art’s Club activity. 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJkdLTuMJgZ/?igsh=MTdtNXI3eWtsY2lmbw== 

Drama Club – Anfield Youth Theatre 

Again, for six to 14-year-olds, held on Mondays from 4pm to 7pm, with an average of 20 
participants. A meal is included and It is hosted by our partner organisation The Church, 
Oakfield Road, Anfield. 

UniStar Drama got involved with SOS sessions in April and founder and lead tutor Katie 
Heywood runs the classes. She says: “Anfield Youth Theatre (AYT) is a free creative 
programme for primary school-aged youngsters in and around Anfield. Through weekly 
sessions, children participate in engaging drama games and activities that develop their 
core skills such as communication, critical thinking, problem solving and decision making –
overall improving their confidence and self-esteem. 

“The youth theatre offers unique performance opportunities such as the large-scale 
community event titled 'Common Ground', performed at the Lighthouse, Oakfield Road, in 
December. 

What the attendees say: 
 
"I would describe it as a fun and safe environment." 
 
"I like that we can express ourselves through acting." 
 
"I feel really comfortable here." 
 
"The staff are always so happy and kind." 
 
"I made so many new friends." 
 
Parent testimonial: 
 
“Both of my daughters, aged five and eight, really enjoy the Thursday drama group. It’s a fun, 
welcoming space where they’ve grown in confidence and learned how to work with others. 
What I really appreciate is how the sessions help them explore their creativity while also 
connecting with their Liverpool roots, something that feels especially important growing up 
in Anfield. They’re always excited to go and come back full of energy, talking about what 
they’ve done. The meal is a nice touch too and part of the routine they’ve come to enjoy. It’s 
a brilliant group that gives local kids something positive to be part of.” 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DJkdLTuMJgZ/?igsh=MTdtNXI3eWtsY2lmbw==


Common Ground Performance 
 
On Thursday 5 December, at the Liverpool Lighthouse, Oakfield Road, over 100 local 
youngsters performed Common Ground, a play about the history of local football to great 
acclaim. 
 
The aim was to use the universal appeal of football to engage children and young people 
who might not typically be involved in the arts. Recognising football's deep roots in local 
culture, the project was designed to entertain and educate participants on the history and 
community spirit of the area. With funding from SOS, UniStar Drama extended their reach 
into local schools. Collaboration was key and MyClubmoor, who run a youth theatre, were 
invited to incorporate football themes into their plays, which were showcased in the 
performance. 
 
Katie also runs drama sessions as a volunteer at An Hour For Others. Inspired by the group 
founder Kevin Morland's suggestion, the celebrated Milk Cup Final of 1984 was the central 
theme. Exploring historic football events such as this alongside the tale of St. Domingo’s 
and the Everton/Liverpool split went down well with the group. 
 
SOS vice chair Peter Hooton shared his knowledge on the origins of LFC and attended a 
session where he was interviewed by the youngsters. His insight enriched the experience for 
the kids and mentors alike.  
 
120 youngsters participated in the performance and 300 people attended the evening show.  
 
You can listen to Paul’s speech thanking the young people and organisers below. 
 
Chair, SOS, Common Ground 
 
  

 
 
 
Based on the success of Common Ground, Unistar Drama have been awarded a £5,000 
grant from Evolve, a Merseyside Police initiative focused on tackling anti-social behaviour in 
the Everton and Anfield areas. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/Sjft2vhqfqs


The funding will support a new production and series of community workshops aimed at 
engaging young people and promoting positive choices through performance and 
discussion. 
 
The idea was pitched by Katie as part of a Dragons’ Den-style competition, where local 
pupils at Notre Dame Catholic College were among those who chose which projects to 
support. 
 
 

Guitar Clubs 
 
There is no age limit for these classes, held with an average of six youngsters and five adults 
taking part. They take place on Thursdays from 4pm to 7pm at The Church, Oakfield Road, 
Anfield 

SOS were recently approached by Central Youth Club, in Kensington, to set up a guitar club, 
which is now in operation with an average of 13 youngsters in attendance, held on Tuesdays 
6.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Josh Hanstock, who leads the sessions, says: “The music lessons at The Church and The 
Cenny are continuing to progress really well. With new interest at both places, I am covering 
lots of different musical content for different groups of people.  
 
“I teach in a song-based approach, focussing on learning and improving technique and 
knowledge through learning songs that interest the student. I have also started teaching 
drums at The Cenny, due to keen interest from a few of the kids. I now split those sessions 
to both guitar and drums to help cater to everyone’s interests” 
 
What the attendees say 
 
Harry, 9: “I like coming to guitar lessons with Josh because he picks good songs to learn. I 
also like the games we play at the end.” 
 
Alfie, 9: “Josh has taught me a lot of chords which make learning new songs easier. I think 
the guitar lessons are fun.” 
 
Billie, 78: “I’d like to thank Josh for all the time and effort he puts into his lessons. Since I’ve 
been attending his classes, my playing has improved immensely – my timing and rhythm 
especially. He’s such a friendly, nice person and that presence comes through into his 
teaching. Thanks Josh.” 
 
All the clubs operate in school term times and run for 39 weeks per year. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Activity Club members visit Anfield 

Just before Christmas last year, Tom Cassidy, Head of Tourism at LFC, contacted SOS to 
offer a tour of Anfield and the club museum to local youngsters involved in our activity 
clubs. More than 40 children and their guardians spent a great day behind the scenes at 
Anfield.  

Please view the short video below. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/RXM46EDGOPw 

  
 

Debt and Welfare Advice Service 

These sessions are delivered by our partner Vauxhall Law Centre at Homebaked, Oakfield 

Road, Anfield, and the Greenhouse Project, Lodge Lane, Toxteth.  

The Homebaked service has recently been expanded due to demand. The Greenhouse 

Project service started in November 2024 and received extra financial aid due to a 

successful funding bid to the Community fund. 

From 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025 VLC secured financial gains worth £302,784.37 for 

clients seeking help – Homebaked: £265,881,57 and Greenhouse Project: £46,486.40. In 

total VLC have spent more than 280 hours supporting 139 cases, including help with debt, 

housing, welfare and other issues. Details below. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/RXM46EDGOPw


 

 

Case Details 
Matter Category 

Case Outcomes 
Case Outcome 

Case 
Outcomes 
Is Financial 
Outcome 

Case Outcomes 
Sum Annual 

Amount 

Case 
Outcomes 

Count 
Number of 

Case 
Outcomes 

Debt  

Bailiffs action prevented  No  £0.00 1 

Client better advised  No  £0.00 1 

Client Took Own Action  No  £0.00 1 

Debt Managed  Yes  £50,000.00 1 

Debt Written Off  Yes  £5,000.00 1 

Signposted  No  £0.00 1 

Sub-Total for Debt £55,000.00 6 

Housing  

Advice only  No  £0.00 1 

Client better advised  No  £0.00 2 

Signposted  No  £0.00 1 

Sub-Total for Housing £0.00 4 

Miscellaneous  

Benefit/tax credit - estimate 
(annual gain)  

Yes  £5,160.00 2 

Client better advised  No  £0.00 3 

Not Applicable  Yes  £0.00 2 

Signposted  No  £0.00 2 

Sub-Total for Miscellaneous £5,160.00 9 

Welfare Benefits  

Bailiffs action prevented  No  £0.00 1 

Benefit/tax credit - estimate 
(annual gain)  

Yes  £222,349.72 33 

Benefit/tax credit - one off 
confirmed (gain)  

Yes  £7,311.65 3 

Benefit/tax credit - ongoing 
confirmed (annual gain)  

Yes  £12,963.00 3 

Case Concluded Successfully  No  £0.00 5 

Claim form completed  No  £0.00 28 

Client better advised  No  £0.00 32 

Client Cancelled Advice  No  £0.00 1 

Client Took Own Action  No  £0.00 5 

Not Applicable  Yes  £0.00 6 

Other outcome - non-financial  No  £0.00 2 

Signposted  No  £0.00 1 

Sub-Total for Welfare Benefits £242,624.37 120 

Report Total £302,784.37 139 

Report Filters (All Conditions must be met): 

Case Outcomes > Date Updated From 01/04/2024 

Case Outcomes > Date Updated To 31/03/2025 

Case Details > System Case ID In Sub-Group Sub-Group 1 



Report Sub-Filters (All Conditions must be met): 

Case Outreach Sources > Outreach Source In List Tiber Square , Homebaked 

 

The Greenhouse Project Mobile Pantry 

 

 

 

 

The Mobile Pantry was launched on 20 May 2021 and takes place every Thursday from 

10am to 12noon. It is delivered by Greenhouse Project volunteers and members of Fans 

Supporting Foodbanks who are responsible for setting up, manning the food stations and 

clearing up when finished. It is financially supported by SOS and Fareshare. 

 

The pantry operates from a custom refrigerated van that opens into a farmers’ market 

layout. Members shopping at the weekly pantry pay £3.50 which gives them access to up 

to £20 worth of goods – perishable and non/perishable food and household items for 

those who need them most. 

There are no questions asked and people have an enjoyable, comfortable shopping 
experience.  

Up to now, 3,292 individual members have accessed the pantry which has provided food 

for 11,522 family members. 

Andrea Perry who manages the Greenhouse Project volunteers team says: “It is a privilege 

and pleasure to hold the role of volunteer manager. Our volunteers are brilliant and have a 

great relationship with the community members who use the service. There is a real 

feeling of camaraderie and we have an annual celebratory barbecue every year.  

“We also host other organisations who can help the community such as Save the 

Women’s Hospital, New Start housing, Liferooms and Amnesty International among 

others. We also deliver a book service, via the marvellous Golden Girls – Margaret and 

Marie, providing free books to kids under the age of 12. We are very grateful to both SOS 

and FSF for all the support we receive. You are all making a real difference to the Lodge 

Lane community.” 

   

 



 

 

What community members say. 

“Friendly. Supportive. Always asking where I’ve been when I’ve not been down [to the 

pantry] for a couple of weeks.” 

“Really friendly. Lack of stigma.” 

“The system is wonderful and the volunteers.” 

“You’re not made to feel embarrassed, even people who work are having to rely on the 

food pantry. There will always be someone to chat to if you are struggling. You will never 

ever be judged.” 

 

Greenhouse Project Volunteers 

 

 

Liverpool FC Under-18 Academy players regularly volunteer at the pantry. Caitlin Hawkins, 

LFC Academy Head of Education, is keen for the young stars to see another slice of life 

away from their privileged existence. She says: “It has been fantastic to be part of a 

partnership between U18 players, Spirit of Shankly and other contributors to the food 

pantry in Lodge Lane. 

“Academy players have been helping each week since last September by assisting with 
setting up, supporting service users and getting to know the regulars. They have even 
recruited new fans in the pantry who are now following the squad’s progress! 
 
“The initiative has really helped build the relationship between SOS, the young players, and 
the community social action.” 



 
Jayden Danns, LFC U18 squad player, says: “I have really enjoyed helping at the food 
pantry and chatting to the dedicated volunteers. It’s amazing to think that football fans 
can have such a positive impact on the community. Thank you all for supporting us to feel 
welcome and included.” 
 
Gemma Bonner, the two-times captain of LFC Women’s Championship winning side, also 

volunteers with her partner Willi Isa, a Samoan rugby international who plays for Wigan 

Warriors. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An independent evaluation by LJMU into how the pantry is delivered, reported 97% of 

users felt the pantry was well run.  

The Greenhouse Project mobile pantry would also like to say a big thank you to Alex and 

Paul at Farm Urban for providing free greens from their vertical farm and the LFC 

Foundation for providing hampers at Christmas. 

Please see the video below for an overview of how the pantry is delivered.  

https://youtu.be/QLWCzedzN-s?si=orrSphKSzOaNLnC2 

 

Shankly Cup 

The second version of the Shankly Cup took place in June 2024 with eight Under-15 teams 
from Liverpool and East Ayrshire competing at The Barony Campus in Cumnock. The 
travelling teams from Liverpool stopped off at the Glenbuck Heritage site to pay respects 
to Bill Shankly and meet the Shankly family. 

The competition had a special guest with former LFC forward and Shankly signing Bobby 
Graham making the trip, with his son Robert, to hand out the medals.   

More than just a football competition, the event is an occasion to forge links, with a true 
sense of camaraderie and friendship for the youngsters involved. 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/QLWCzedzN-s?si=orrSphKSzOaNLnC2


The original idea came from Stephen Monaghan from SOS, who says: “Shankly’s legacy 
has created an unbreakable bond between communities in East Ayrshire and Liverpool. 
His values are as important today as they were 66 years ago and this tournament is an 
amazing tribute to him.” 

SOS patron and Bill Shankly’s granddaughter Karen Gill echoed the thoughts, saying: 
“When I go to Glenbuck and the Heritage Village and see these young teams from 
Liverpool walk where he walked, where he lived – it is very emotional for me, and if my 
granddad was alive that would mean everything to him, more than any other accolade.” 

Please watch the short video link below to see how the event unfolded. 

https://youtu.be/v5wm8g7LPac?si=EV5s_8rZV4vlp7BO 

Following the success of last year’s tournament, it is scheduled to take place this year in 
Liverpool on 28 June, with teams from across the UK and Ireland taking part. 

 

Bobby Graham, ex-Liverpool player under Shankly, attended 2024’s Shankly Cup 

tournament. 

 

Anfield Christmas Party 

The idea behind this now annual event is to give back to the Anfield community. Last year, 
more than 150 local people were invited to enjoy a three-course meal, live music and 
entertainment at The Church. SOS patron Karen Gill talks about it here. 

https://youtu.be/HqtkrC8RBuU?si=EyeecOz6wRPiRE1t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/v5wm8g7LPac?si=EV5s_8rZV4vlp7BO
https://youtu.be/HqtkrC8RBuU?si=EyeecOz6wRPiRE1t


 

 

 

Social and Economic Impact Summary 

SOS would like to thank our funders and supporters, including The Mailing Room, for the 

financial support provided. Hopefully, the information in this report demonstrates the 

social impact our partnership work is making.  

Additionally, there is the financial impact to the local economy. All the people providing 

services are from the community and the food purchased for the pantry is sourced locally. 

All premises used to deliver activities are also local.  

£302,784.37 – financial contribution provided by the debt and welfare advice 

service  

£543,180 – 3,292 people saving £16.50 each time they shop at the mobile pantry  

£845,967.30 – total from just two projects going into the local economy. 

 

SOS would like to thank the Greenhouse Project, Robbie at Fans Supporting Foodbanks, 

Angela at Homebaked, Elly and Danielle at Vauxhall Law Centre, Katie at Unistar 

Productions, Mick and Kev at The Church, Kamal at Spendwell Supermarket, Sarah and 

Josh for running the art and guitar clubs respectively, Jack, Matt, Chris and Clay from 

LJMU, Alex and Paul from Farm Urban, Caitin Hawkins Head of Education LFC U18’s, Jess 

and Zayne from the LFC Foundation and countless other people and organisations who 

have played their part. 

SOS look forward to continuing to work with The Mailing Room, alongside our other 

partners and supporters, to expand the range of community services we deliver. As I said 

in the introduction, we are stronger together, unity is strength. We are ensuring our 

communities will never walk alone. 

Thank you, 

Paul, 

Chair, Spirit of Shankly 

 

 

 
 


